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This newsletter is produced for the Newcastle Upon Tyne Hospitals by the Hospital Transfusion Team 

(HTT) with the support of the Hospital Transfusion Committee (HTC) to promote new information 

concerning blood transfusion, highlight any recurring errors/incidents and to advertise relevant 

training opportunities. 

Please send any feedback /suggestions/non-urgent enquiries to: 
 

nuth.hospitaltransfusionteam@nhs.net 

www.newcastlelaboratories.com 

Save a life today– Donate Blood 

Did you know that on average the Newcastle Upon Tyne 

NHS Trust transfuses 31,218 units of red blood cells to 

around 4,500 patients per year! 

This is all down to kind donations from people just like 

you.  COVID-19 has had a huge impact, with the     

number of blood  donations hitting its lowest point in 25 

years!  The need for new donors has never been so 

important.  

Have you considered donating blood? Eligibility rules 

have changed recently and you may now be able to 

donate, and if you can’t encourage friends and family to 

do so.   

Every donation given can save up to 3 lives, be amazing 

and head to www.blood.co.uk to find out more and 

sign up. 

 

Haemobank 

Work on the implementation of new haemobank and closed loop 
system is ongoing but do you know what a electronic blood bank 

system is? 

Our new blood track system will allow us to quickly allocate the 
right blood product where and when it is needed. It will safely 

improve blood product availability, increase our traceability and 
once fully installed will increase safety via the use of the hand 

held devices that can be used for sampling and observations. 

Spotlight on the Lab 

My name’s Alison and I’ve been the Transfusion Manager in the Trust for nearly 2 years. I worked as a Biomedical 
Scientist for 17 years before converting to Clinical Science and embarking on the Higher Specialist Scientist Training 
(HSST) Programme from which I hope to become a Consultant Clinical Scientist in Transfusion Medicine. As part of 
this training I passed the FRCPath Part 1 examination this year and will be starting work on transfusion related PhD 

research in 2022. 

I returned from maternity leave in 2020 to take on the role of Transfusion Manager and since then have been lucky to 
have the opportunity to lead on a number of projects such as the Nightingale Hospital and now the Closed Loop 

Blood Project, all with the help of a small but amazing Transfusion Practitioner Team.  

As Transfusion Manager, my role is to manage the Transfusion Laboratory service, provide guidance on scientific and clinical aspects of 
transfusion to laboratory and clinical staff and ensure that the service we provide continues to meet the needs of our patients. The next 12 
months are going to be challenging as we implement our new electronic blood tracking processes but it’s an exciting time and we hope to 

be able to present an easier, quicker and safer transfusion service for all our clinical colleagues. 

Cascade Training 

Our cascade training sessions for 2022 have been set. 

This will be delivered through a virtual format again     consisting 

of 2 30 minute online meetings and a training pack. 

If you are interested in becoming a cascade trainer please email 

us at nuth.hospitaltransfusionteam@nhs.net 

  

http://www.blood.co.uk
mailto:nuth.hospitaltransfusionteam@nhs.net


What happens to samples once they reach the  laboratory? 

Samples can be processed in as little as a hour, but often take longer– read on to find out why. 

Samples arrive to the lab either 

via the pod system or delivered 

by hand.  Here 

they are checked 

to ensure they 

meet the                   

minimum labelling 

criteria and are registered in 

the lab computer system. 

Samples are then centrifuged which 

takes around 10 minutes before 

being loaded onto the  analysers.  

Samples can take as little as 22 

minutes to process, however at  

busier times it can take up to 1 hour 

to run on the analyser 

  

Samples are then  authorised 

by the BMS where they ensure 

that there has been no changes 

in serological status and decide 

if the patient is suitable for 

electronic or serological cross-

matching.   

If atypical antibodies are detected 

then further testing is performed.  

Depending on the complexity of the 

investigation this may 

take up to 6 hours. 

Once this has been 

performed it can then 

be cross-matched. 

Cross-matching can be           

performed either electronically 

(which takes around 10 minutes) 

or serologically (which can take 

up to an hour)  If a patient has a 

atypical antibody, red cells may 

need to be ordered from the 

NHSBT which can cause further 

delays. 

Further testing 

required 

No further testing 

required 

Once testing is 

complete 


