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Telephone limits for Haematology
· Results that were previously abnormal do not have to be phoned if they are part of the same patient episode, unless there is a significant deterioration in results.

· Results which do not exactly comply with guide below but are a cause for concern should always be referred to the Haematology SPR on-call for further advice.
	Abnormal results that require urgent reporting by telephone (to requestor or GP deputising service)
	Ring Haem SPR out of hours ?

	Hb < 50 g/L   

Micro or Macro anaemia
	NO

	Hb < 70 g/L   

Normochromic, normocytic
	NO

	Hb > 190g/L or Hct > 55l/l 

only if compounding medical problems
	NO

	Neutrophils < 0.5 x 10^9/L 

(unless known Haem/Onc patient)
	YES

	Neutrophils > 50 x 10^9/L


	NO

	Lymphocytes >50 x 10^9/L 

do not ring results – place in hotbox from next morning
	NO

	Platelets < 30 x 10^9/L 

(unless known Haem/Onc patient)
	YES

	Platelets > 1000 x 10^9/L  

do not ring results – place in hotbox from next morning   
	NO

	Acute leukaemia or CML suspected


	YES

	Microangipathic anaemia suspected 

(thrombocytopenia with red cell fragments and falling Hb)
	YES

	Malaria parasites – Positive

(checked by two BMS)
	NO – but alert Infectious Diseases SPR

	Sickle test POSITIVE  pre-op
	NO – but advise clinician that SPR available if need advice

	INR > 6.5
	YES if not previously known

	Unexpected grossly abnormal coagulation results with patient not on warfarin or heparin
	YES

	DIC suspected

	YES

	D Dimers at any level but only if specifically requested by GP and their contact number given 
	NO

	Unable to obtain suitable blood/products from NHSBT


	YES
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